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Rural Policing Update – Thirsk & 
Malton

Pcso 3535 Andy Birkinshaw (Ryedale)

Pcso 6786 Kimberley Laws (Hambleton)
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Current issues within Thirsk & Malton

• Burglary & Theft

• Poaching

• Raptor Persecution

• Sheep worrying
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The Stats – Hambleton 
August –November 2022
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The stats Hambleton November 
2022-January 2023
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The Stats – Ryedale August 
–November 2022
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The stats Ryedale November 2022-
January 2023
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Op Checkpoint

• Ran by forces across 
North of England

• Tackling cross-border 
criminality

• RTF/NPT/RPG/MRW

• ANPR

• Intelligence led

• Proactive patrols
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OPERATION GALILEO

• Targeting poaching/coursing

• Runs alongside Op Galileo

• Stepped ‘fairways’ approach 
to a Criminal Behaviour 
Order 

• First poaching season in 
action
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OPERATION GALILEO
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OPERATION GALILEO
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It may seem like a lot of work to get from ongoing nuisance to a CPN. 
BUT

A CPN never dies, we don’t have to achieve this again just so long as we can 
complete the process from first letter to CPN in 12 months.

For that reason every incident counts. We don’t have to prove the complex 
offence of poaching.

REMEMBER 1 CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR ORDER(CBO) IS FOR ALL 9 FORCES

Of all the offences that are committed in rural communities, our inability to 
date to effectively address poaching is the one that creates lack of confidence 
in North Yorkshire Police. This process is turning that around.

The most important message, if you forget everything else, is ensuring that an 
address given at the time of the incident is correctly recorded.
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Rural Watch- WhatsApp

• Transitioning to a modern way of 
delivering local policing

• Ryedale groups: Helmsley, Pickering 
and Wolds.

• All 3 are working together and 
installing their own ANPR cameras to 
help protect Ryedale

• Hambleton groups: Stokesley, Bedale, 
Girsby , East and West Harsley, Thirsk 
and TEB

• Bedale are also looking to install their 
own ANPR cameras.
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Raptor Persecution – Op Owl

• Raising awareness – “be 
our eyes & ears”

• Unfortunately still worst 
area in England 

• Multi-Agency

• Proactivity to disrupt 
offenders

• Wildlife crime trained 
officers
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FEN TRAP LEGAL

Raptor Persecution – Op Owl
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AVIAN INFLUENZA UPDATE
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SHEEP WORRYING STILL A 
PROBLEM IN NORTH YORKSHIRE
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SHEEP WORRYING STILL A 
PROBLEM IN NORTH YORKSHIRE
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